
The CRAM certificate program requires at least
12 credits of graduate coursework: 9 credits of 
required CRAM courses and at least 3 credits in one 
or more science electives.

CRAM Courses
GS21 1723 Pre-Award Administration 1

GS21 1733 Post-Award Administration 1

GS21 1743 Lab/Practicum 1

Suggested Science Electives 2

GS21 1613 Translational Cancer Research 1

GS21 1014 Management of Clinical Trials (4 cr.) 1

GS21 1232 Translational Sciences (2 cr.)
GS04 1235 Cancer Biology (5 cr.)

Unless otherwise noted, courses above are all 
3 credits. 1 Courses offered online. 2 Other electives 
may be chosen in consultation with the program 
directors. When specific science electives are 
selected, the CRAM certificate program can be 
completed entirely online.

CRAM courses GS21 1723 and 1733 typically meet 
3-6 p.m. on Wed. in the fall and spring terms, 
respectively. Schedules of other courses depend on 
instructor availability.

Cancer Research Administration & Management
Graduate Certificate Program

APPLICATIONS FOR FALL 2025

Application
All application materials, including the required 
application fee are submitted through Embark. A 
complete application consists:

• Completed application form
• CV or resume
• Personal statement
• Unofficial  transcripts
• A letter of recommendation
• Application fee

CRAM is a graduate certificate program. Students 
must hold a bachelor’s degree or higher by the start 
of the program.

The Cancer Research Administration & 
Management Graduate Certificate Program
(CRAM) is a 12-credit graduate certificate designed 
for those seeking to enhance their understanding of 
research administration. Courses use common 
biomedical funding mechanisms (i.e., NIH grants) as 
exemplars, but concepts covered are applicable to 
other federal sponsors, as well as state and private 
funding agencies. Students are typically early to mid-
level professionals.

Top Careers
• Grant administrator
• Scientific program manager
• Department administrator

Important Dates
Applications open   Jan. 1
Applications due   Apr. 15
Admissions decisions   Early May
Classes start    Late Aug.

Bookmarks
• Applications

MD Anderson UTHealth Houston Embark
(Do not use applyUTH)

• Questions regarding the CRAM program
cram@mdanderson.org

• Questions regarding the application system, 
course registration, and administrative matters  
(including technical assistance)
gsbs.admissions@uth.tmc.edu

• GSBS non-degree and certificate programs
https://gsbs.uth.edu/admissions/nondegree

• Registering for courses
UTHealth Houston Registrar’s Office myUTH

• Tuition and fees
UTHealth Houston Bursar’s Office

Program Costs
For the 2024-25 academic year, the tuition for a 3-
credit hour course ranges from $744 (resident) to 
$1,974 (non-resident), plus additional fees. For 
updated information, visit the UTHealth Houston 
Bursar’s website.

Program Faculty
Robert Bast, Jr., MD
Program Director

Paolo Mangahas, PhD, MBA
Program Co-Director

Enrique (Rick) Valdez, Jr., MBA, FACHE
Lead Lecturer

https://gsbs.uth.edu/courses/course?id=b6ef957e-98f9-460c-9c03-40d3acaab0cf
https://gsbs.uth.edu/courses/course?id=c9d3ebde-ac1c-408a-8292-af787cb6a8bd
https://gsbs.uth.edu/courses/course?id=d6d5b6dd-4dad-4b26-b64e-45fbef6c5900
https://gsbs.uth.edu/courses/course?id=936af822-3471-4c94-b906-a0af802930de
https://gsbs.uth.edu/courses/course?id=d61c7504-d176-4c42-ad1d-67baf8fe49bc
https://gsbs.uth.edu/courses/course?id=f1487d92-be73-4483-a7a9-cf1b911d6162
https://gsbs.uth.edu/courses/course?id=5d1e6ea2-b300-4bb5-8a54-e1b69bcae967
https://utgsbs.embark.com/apply/2025
mailto:cram@mdanderson.org
mailto:gsbs.admissions@uth.tmc.edu
https://gsbs.uth.edu/admissions/nondegree
https://www.uth.edu/registrar/myuth.htm
https://www.uth.edu/bursars/student-resources/tuition-fees/
https://gsbs.uth.edu/directory/profile?id=29c2164c-6d69-48eb-af17-262e05251c49
https://gsbs.uth.edu/directory/profile?id=a2f7c90f-5b56-444c-aed4-6d444a115ff9
mailto:evaldez1@mdanderson.org


Graduate Certificate in Biomedical Sciences (focusing on Cancer Research Grant Administration) 

Purpose: 
This Certificate is designed to benefit students who are interested in a career in Research Administration. The curriculum 
for this Certificate is based upon the Research Administrators Certification Council (RACC) Body of Knowledge and will 
assist students to learn about Research Administration and to prepare them to take the national Certified Research 
Administrator® licensing exam. 

The Certificate may be awarded to students enrolled in formal degree programs (i.e., M.S. or Ph.D.) or to students 
admitted for non-degree study. 

Curriculum: 

The Certificate requires 12 hours of formal GSBS credit graded on an A-F scale as follows: 

• Six credit hours: 
o GS21 1723 Cancer Research Administration and Management, Pre-award 3 credit hours. Offered: Fall, 

annually. 
o GS21 1733 Cancer Research Administration and Management, Post-award 3 credit hours. Offered: Spring, 

annually. 

• Three credit hours of lab/practicum work in Central Administration Office, mentorship, etc. 
o GS21 1743 Cancer Research Administration and Management, Lab/Practicum 3 credits hours. Offered: All 

semesters, annually. 

• Successful completion of at least one Science elective (NOTE: These are examples of options of course offerings. 
Students can identify and enroll in a different Science elective, if necessary.): 

o GS21 1613 Translational Cancer Research 3 credit hours. Offered: Spring, annually. 
o GS21 1014 Design and Management of Clinical Trials 4 credit hours. Offered: Spring & Fall, annually. 
o GS21 1232 Translational Sciences: From Bedside to Bench and Back 2 credit hours. Offered: Fall, annually. 
o GS04 1235 Basic and Translational Cancer Biology 5 credit hours. Offered: Spring, annually. (enrollment 

at the discretion of the Course Director) 

Marketable Skills: 
This Certificate provides in depth understanding of the broad field of biomedical science research administration. 
Elements of the curriculum include understanding the environment and context within which biomedical research 
administration is conducted, fiscal management, regulatory compliance, sponsored program administration, grant 
proposal and budget development and an emphasis on pre- and post-award management. In addition, this Certificate will 
benefit students who are preparing to sit for the national Certified Research Administrator® licensing exam. 

The curriculum is specifically designed to provide the following: 
- a comprehensive presentation of essential responsibilities related to grants that fall under research 

administrators’ preview with emphasis on pre- and post-award activities. 
- a robust understanding of how administrative responsibilities should be handled at most academic medical 

centers and a hands-on practice of real case situations. 
- the knowledge and skills that students and research administrators need to excel in their responsibilities. 
- an opportunity to increase autonomy and confidence of students and research administrators at their current 

positions. 
- a platform for excellence among students and research administrators, to ultimately provide better support for 

their Principal Investigators. 
- a unique opportunity for professional development of both new and seasoned research administrators who want 

to expand their responsibilities to an additional field of research administration. 

Audience for enrollment: 
This Certificate will fill an unmet need for a comprehensive biomedical science research administration training program 
administered in a classroom setting available to the Texas Medical Center and surrounding institutions. 

This Certificate is intended for students interested in or currently pursuing a career in Biomedical Science Research 
Administration and for working professionals with aspirations of working as a research administrator in a biomedical 
research institution. 

May 2022 
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